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and the Bible. He studied and read Tamil books to show his "sincere
gratefulness to the Tamils who had done so much in the struggle
which no other Indian community did".
His observations on courting jail were as follows:
"The one view is why one should go to jail and there submit one-
self to all personal restraints *.. Far better to pay up the fine than to be
thus incarcerated. May God spare His creatures from such sufferings
in jail. Such thoughts make one really a coward, and being in con-
stant dread of a jail life, deter him from undertaking to perform
services in the interests of his country which might otherwise prove
very valuable.
"The other view is that it would be the height of one's good fortune
to be in jail in the interests and good name of one's country and
religion. There, there is very little of that misery which he has usually
to undergo in daily life. There, he has to carry out the orders of one
warder only, whereas in daily life he is obliged to carry out the be-
hests of great many more* In the jail he has no anxiety to earn his
daily bread and to prepare his meals. The government see to all
that. They also look after his health for which he has to pay nothing.
He gets enough work to exercise his body. He is freed from all his
vicious habits, His soul is thus free. He has plenty of time at his dis-
posal to pray to God. His body is restrained, but not his soul. He
learns to be more regular in his habits. Those who keep his body in
restraint, look after it. Taking this view of jail life, he feels himself
quite a free being. If any misfortune comes to him or any wicked
warder happens to use any violence towards him, he learns to appre-
ciate and exercise patience, and is pleased to have an opportunity
of keeping control over himself. Those who think this way are sure to
be convinced that even jail life can be attended with blessings. It
solely rests with individuals and their mental attitude to make it one
of blessings or otherwise. I trust, however, that the readers of my
experience of life in the Transvaal jail will be convinced that the real
road to ultimate happiness lies in going to jail and undergoing suffer-
ings and privations there in the interest of one's country and religion.
"Placed in a similar position for refusing his poll-tax the American
citizen Thoreau, expressed similar thoughts in 1849. Seeing the walls
of the cell in which he was confined, made of solid stone two or three
feet thick, and the door of wood and iron a foot thick, he said to
himself thus: